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Naomi: respect restored

Ruth 4:15, “He shall be to you a restor-
er of life and a nourisher of your old age”
The birth of Obed was the beginning of
the restoration of all things for Naomi.
When tragedy struck Naomi returned
empty-handed to Israel. In tow was Ruth
her daughter-in-law.  It was enough that
she faced an uncertain future without her
husband and two sons, but Naomi also
took on board the extra burden of taking
care of Ruth.  Yet it was through this act
of going the extra mile that laughter ulti-
mately filled Naomi’s mouth as Ruth
found a benefactor and gave a fresh start
for the family.

Widow of Zarephath

1 Kings 17:9, “I have commanded a
widow there to feed you”.  This widow’s
life was turned around because she shared
her last meal with Elijah.  In fact she epit-
omises the principle behind the miracle of
restoration.  She went out of her way to
help others in her hour of need.
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RestorationRestoration
David recovered all

1 Samuel 30: 18, “David recovered all
that the Amalekites had taken.”
David suffered total loss at the hand of the
Amalekites. This was in addition to the
trauma of being on the run from Saul.
What makes restoration difficult to attain
sometimes is self-doubt.  It was natural
for David to feel abandoned by God.  But
instead we read “David strengthened him-
self in the Lord his God”.  Because he did
not doubt himself or God he was able to
receive directions for the recovery of peo-
ple and goods.
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“I shall not die, but live, and declare the
works of the Lord” Psalm 118:17

I was born and grew up in the United
States of America.  I worked as an Estate
Agent raising my daughter as a single par-
ent.  I was a good person and believed in
God but did not have a personal relation-
ship with Him.   I gave my life to the Lord
in April 1976 while lying in bed one
Sunday morning listening to a radio evan-
gelist.  Two days later I received the
Baptism of the Holy Spirit at a bible
study.  As they prayed for me it felt like
hot oil came upon me from the top of my
head to the soles of my feet and I got up
speaking in another language. They had to
explain to me that I had received the Holy
Spirit.  I realised then there was a differ-
ence in knowing about God and receiving
Him as Lord and Saviour.  Soon after
receiving the Lord I felt the call of God to
be a Missionary so I went to Bible School.
In 1982, my daughter and I moved to
Amsterdam, Holland and lived and minis-

tered in the red light district.  It was then
that the call of God became clear that He
wanted me to preach His word around the
world.  Since then, I have preached in
about thirteen nations and started three
churches.  The Lord led me to become
part of New Covenant Church in 2001. I
also started SAM (School of Apostolic
Ministry) in 2004.

In August 2004 I went into Hospital for a
hiatus hernia operation. This was to take
two hours and a five-day stay in hospital.
During surgery they punctured my
oesophagus. This was not known for a
couple of days until I fainted. I woke up in
intensive care where I had been given a
tracheotomy and was put on a respirator.
I was unable to talk, eat or drink because
of the hole in my oesophagus. While in
this condition, I contracted MRSA, the
hospital super bug and spent months in
intensive care battling for life.  I was later
transferred to another hospital and was
fed through tubes inserted in my stomach.
I lost my ability to walk, had about five
surgical procedures and my heart stopped
three times during my ten and half months
stay in hospital.  The third and last hospi-
tal I was in during this period was a
Christian Hospital in Kent. They had
healing services twice a week and even
the doctors knelt beside the bed to pray
for me. Many people around the world
were also praying for my recovery.

During my time in intensive care I visited
heaven and hell. I could feel my body
being pulled back and forth between the
two places. The devil was trying to accuse
me. I remember dying and coming up out
of the ground into a very dark place.

There were a lot of lava-like substances
around me and I was isolated from God
and man and all alone.  My mouth had an
overwhelming desire for water but there
was none. It reminded me of the story of
the rich man and Lazarus in the Bible. The
rich man wanted a drop of water on his
tongue but there was none. An angel
appeared and led me out of hell after
which I visited heaven.  It was green and
lush with a fine mist coming down on me.
I was being refreshed but not wet.  I saw
the horses and riders being prepared for
the return of Christ. The horses had silk-
like hair and I joined in preparing them. I
also saw Elijah on a horse, and then I
came back to earth.  The Lord spoke to me
and showed me in Revelation: 21:7,8 that
no liar, adulterer and those who practice
idolatry will enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. He told me that in the church
there were those who were practicing
such things and they would not go with
Him when He returned.  He told me to tell
the Church He was returning soon and to
get themselves right and be ready.

I thank God that I belong to Him, and for
the authority of the believer in prayer.
God miraculously healed me completely.
A few days before being discharged from
hospital, doctors thought I may have to go
home and still be fed by the tube in my
stomach. Three days before leaving hos-
pital they took the stomach tubes out.  I
eat normally now and not on any medica-
tion.  The Consultant said I ‘prevailed
against all odds and it must have been the
prayers’.  I shall truly live and not die and
once again declare the works of the Lord
throughout the world.

Linda Patton
Minister, New Covenant Church
Croydon, London

Against
All Odds
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Iwas born a Muslim in Nigeria.
Although my parents were practicing

Muslims, I did not really take to this way
of worship because I could not understand
why and did not like having to pray five
times a day among other things.  I was
only too happy to have my own ways and
was thrilled leaving Nigeria for the U.K.
When I arrived in London, I only knew
two Mosques, which incidentally were
very far from where I lived.  This was
good excuse for me not to attend Mosque
regularly. I focused on my studies and
work. Despite not attending any place of
worship, I constantly felt the urge to stay
close to God and to serve Him. God
however had a plan for me.  He  surround-

ed me with friends who were practicing
Christians. I refused all their invitation to
church on the ground that I was a Muslim.

In 1988, I followed one of my Christian
friends to a Pentecostal church in
Walworth Road, London.  I heard a life-
changing sermon on that day and I
responded to the invitation to confess and
forsake my sins and accept Jesus into my
life as my Lord and Saviour.  I was born
again.  In December 1989, I joined New
Covenant Church, Elephant & Castle
Branch. This marked the beginning of a
dramatic growth in my Christian life.
Since becoming a member of the Church,
God has done a lot of marvellous things,
in my life, home and business.

In January 2005, I drove to work in my
car – a Mercedes Benz E240. The spot
where I normally park my car was taken
and I drove to another Traffic Warden
Controlled Car Park, which was less pre-
ferred because of its distance to my office.
I parked in a central and well-lit area and
left.  I did not have any premonition of
what was to happen as I was very busy at
work throughout the day. I left my office
late and strolled to get my car to journey
home.  I was shocked to discover that my
car was not in the lot. I asked people near-
by if they had seen any car being towed
away, but no one had seen anything.  I was
initially confused thinking that I had
parked in a different place.  I checked all
the possible areas I would normally park
but my car was nowhere to be found. I
checked with the Car Pound but was told

they did not have my car. I went to the
Police Station to report the car missing
and was told by the Police that my car
might have been “stolen to order”,
because that was the usual practice when
such cars were stolen.  They said the car
may have been driven out of the U.K.
already or be shipped out.

Thereafter, I recalled that the Church had
declared the year 2005 as the year of
recovery and overflow of God’s blessing
in the life of the congregation. My wife
and I began to pray and apply the word of
God. We informed the leaders of the
Church who prayed along with us. We
were assured by our Pastor that ‘the car
will be recovered intact and that there
would be nothing missing and nothing
broken! 
I was delighted about a week later when
the Police called and informed me that
they had recovered my car during a Police
spot check near Heathrow Airport, as it
was being towed. They explained that as it
had a keyless entry, the thieves may either
have had to lift the car onto a truck and
driven it away or may have towed it away
altogether from where it was parked. I
went along to collect my car and accord-
ing to God’s word, I recovered it all and
nothing was missing and nothing was bro-
ken!  Praise God!

Our Jehovah God Almighty is an awe-
some and glorious God.  Praise be to our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Taste and see
that the Lord is good indeed.

Nothing
Missing,
Nothing
Broken

Leke Desalu, 
Member, New Covenant Church
Elephant & Castle, London
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When the Lord brought back the 
captivity of Zion, we were like those
who dream, then our mouth was filled
with laughter. And our tongue with
singing.  Then they said among the
nations, the Lord has done great things
for them. The Lord has done great
things for us, and we are glad.
Ps.126:1-6 (NKJV)

The greatest act of restoration that is also
the greatest miracle in the life of man is
the new birth, becoming born again.
When man disobeyed God in obeying the
devil, he lost the nature of God which is
characterised by love, joy, peace, long-
suffering goodness, kindness, faithful-
ness, gentleness and self-control, and
took on that of the devil which is hatred,
sorrow, impatience, evil, wickedness,

unfaithfulness, wrath, envy, jealousy etc.

When we repent of our sin and accept
Jesus, the atoning sacrifice for our sin into
our heart and life as Lord and Saviour, we
are restored back into relationship with
God and His nature is restored back to our
spirits. 
I was confronted with the reality of sin
and the fallen state of man many years
ago, at a Full Gospel Businessmen’s
Fellowship International Convention in
Nigeria.   I had the desire to make right
with God.  I confessed my sins as encour-
aged to do, asked Jesus to come into my
life as Lord and Saviour.  The rest is his-
tory.  I am glad I did, as with time, I saw
I had become a new person.  Despite
being a successful practicing Architect, I
soon discovered my purpose in life was to
lead others to the light of Jesus Christ. I
will forever be grateful, thanking God for
finding me.

Obafemi Omisade
Senior Pastor, New Covenant Church,
Elephant & Castle, London

Everything in the world system is
subject to corruption or decay just
as every physical object is subject

to the law of gravity: whatever goes up
must come down except a greater force
upholds it, as the law of lift enables the
Boeing 747 to fly and stay up in the air.  If
there is anything standing or staying up
therefore, it is kept in place by a greater
power or force. While it is natural to fall,
it is supernatural to rise.  “For a righteous
man fall seven times and rise again, but
the wicked shall fall by calamity” – Prov.
24:16.

Our natural state is to stand and the alter-
native is to fall. If you have to stand again
after falling, you have been restored to
your preferred state.  You need help to res-
cue you from your “fallen” state. The
process is called RESTORATION.  The
power of redemption also restores.  It
upholds us according to God’s will for our
lives. The Bible says that God upholds
all things by the Word of His power.

I started running my own business in 1982
with just two people on my payroll.  The

business flourished greatly and by 1985
I had thirty workers on my payroll.

Suddenly in 1985 we ran into
economic turbulence that

we did not recover
from for two years.
In December 1987,

with eight workers
left in my factory

barely running few
hours per day, I had a

divine encounter.  I got-
saved and became aware

of God’s provision of redemption and
restoration for anyone who would come
to Him through Jesus Christ.  I handed
over the business to God and passionate-
ly sought Him. 1988 was my year of
restoration.  Miraculously God restored
the business. By November 1988, just
about one year after my encounter with
the Lord, I had one hundred workers on
our payroll and instead of four hours per
day, we operated at maximum capacity,
and the wealth of the nations were
brought to us according to God’s word.
When God restores, He doesn’t just bring
you back, He takes you beyond where
you were to His original destination for
you.  In addition to manufacturing Baby-
Care products, we diversified into furni-
ture manufacturing and Executive Car
Hire Services.  All these businesses
thrived until I came into full time min-
istry in 1996.  Time after time, year after
year God shows Himself faithful as a
Restorer.  I believe this is your time to
start to enjoy the Restoration power of
God – It leads to Abundant Life.

Timothy Kolade, 
National Overseer,
New Covenant Church, U.K.
Senior Paster, Streatham, Branch, London.
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I
was a churchgoer but not a believer.

I thought that most Pastors are just

feathering their own nests. On 16th

December 1986 a friend and his wife

invited me to New Covenant Church at

Rockingham Community Centre in

Elephant & Castle, London.  On my sec-

ond visit, I responded to the invitation to

surrender my life to Jesus Christ and was

born again.

Noticing people falling down on the line

as the preacher came near them, I

resolved not to fall, but before I knew it,

I was on the floor too, rolling all over the

church auditorium and had to be held

down by many people. There began my

Christian experience.

When my wife discovered that she was

expecting our baby, we were very

delighted. This joy was short lived how-

ever, as she was later diagnosed with Pre-

eclampsia, one of the most serious com-

had been given too much oxygen.  He

remained in hospital for five months and

three days.  There were many set backs

along the way, but every time there was a

crisis, God intervened.  It was a very test-

ing time for us and I spent a lot of time at

his bedside and in prayer.  When he came

home he still needed a lot of help, such as

physiotherapy for his feet and later help

with his speech and hearing.  It is not

uncommon for babies born prematurely to

have such physical and learning difficul-

ties. God has performed untold miracles

with Philip. He now has normal eyesight,

attends one of the best Grammar Schools

in the Country, and is progressing very

well at school.  He is twelve years old now

and his development is that of any normal

child of his age.  

I know that God has definitely been there

for our son.  Beyond any doubt, Philip is a

miracle child. His photograph probably

still hangs in the Premature Baby Unit at

Guys Hospital as one of the smallest

babies ever to live.  In the hospital I saw

other babies over thirty weeks who sadly

died.  We cannot thank God enough for his

“goodness and mercy”.  In addition, we

especially thank the General Overseer of

New Covenant Church Rev. Dr. Paul

Jinadu for all his prayer and support dur-

ing the trying period, and all the medical

staff.

plications of pregnancy. It can be very

serious and is still responsible for the

deaths of between three and five women a

year as well as between 500-600 babies.

The only solution is immediate delivery,

which puts premature babies at risk of

death.  At the time of diagnosis, Suki was

only twenty-five weeks into the pregnan-

cy.  We were informed that there would be

little chance of the baby surviving. The

doctors tried to induce a natural birth, but

after some days of trying they decided to

perform a caesarean section, realising that

her condition had become critical and her

life was in danger. Shortly after midnight

on January 31st 1994, our son was deliv-

ered.  

They boy weighed only 1lb 2 ounces at

birth. We were told to name him immedi-

ately because he would probably not live

longer than two hours. We named him

Philip Olaide. Two hours passed and our

son was still alive. The Doctors then

assessed his chances of survival as one in

ten. Suki was also in a critical condition

and had no idea what was going on.  I

prayed for both of them constantly and the

Pastors prayed with us.  

After consultation with the Doctors, Philip

was admitted into the Special Care

Premature Baby Unit.  Only the parents

and the pastors were allowed to see him.

He had so many problems including col-

lapsed lungs and bleeding in the brain.

Later his lungs were damaged because he

Philip Olayinka
Son of Fred & Suki Olayinka
Members new Covenant Church,
Streatham, London Fred Olayinka
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I
lived a lifestyle of partying during

my Higher National Diploma course
in Nigeria like most students, and I
was one of the DJs (Disc Jockey) on

campus.  My contact with Christ came in
1988 in my final year after I decided to
attend the school fellowship following a
disappointment from one of my girl
friends.  As an Accountancy student, the
preacher being a Chartered Accountant
captured my attention and I understood
enough of the sermon to confess my sins
and surrender my life to Jesus Christ. I
was born again.

I came to London in 1989 with the inten-
tion of working as hard as I could and
return to Nigeria. This led me to taking up
three different jobs in a day with time for
church only on Sundays. One of my for-

mer Pastors saw my zeal for work and
encouraged me to switch the zeal to Christ
and His service instead.  I headed the
advice and resigned from my part-time
jobs, holding on to one full-time job.

At one of the evening services I started
attending, a visiting preacher gave me a
prophecy about promotion.  Shortly after
this prophecy, God gave me an idea to
write a program at my job in a Bank that
greatly enhanced the productivity of my
department. The program was thereafter
implemented in the main banking system
and I was transferred as a result of this. I
was sent on trips to the U.S, Brazil and all
across Europe, despite being the only
black member of staff in the entire Bank.
This promotion also increased my earn-
ings and God gave me the wisdom to start

buying properties when few thought it
was a viable idea.  I eventually developed
a portfolio of properties that is currently
doing well. The journey so far as a
Christian family has been marvellous.
Though there have been periods of chal-
lenges, God has been faithful to see us
through.

A couple of months ago, we had a chal-
lenging situation in the family that tried
our faith.  I was praying on 10th February
2005 and in response to a conversation I
was having with the Lord, I received con-
firmation in my Spirit that my family is
about to receive a full restoration of all we
had lost in the past few years.   I was
excited and in high expectation of a sub-
stantial increase in our finances, but when
we woke up on the 8th March 2005, we
discovered that all 3 cars parked in our
drive way had been stolen overnight.  Our
house had been burgled and a bunch of
keys that had all the car keys used to take
away the cars.  The discovery that the
enemy had come to steal all our cars was
a contrast to the revelation that I had
received!  But we held on to God’s Word
and promise of restoration and my wife
and I started to praise and thank God in
anticipation of the fulfilment of His prom-
ise of restoration.

Restoration began the third day in a spe-
cial way, but not with the cars.  We run a
business renting/managing property that
belong others and ourselves. The keys to
all the properties were in a box that was
left in one of the cars that was stolen.  This
rendered us helpless in carrying out our
job.  I cried out to God and pleaded using
the story in 2 Kings 6:5, where Prophet
Elisha restored the borrowed axe head to
one of his servants (indeed, many keys
were ‘borrowed’ as they did not belong to

us).  About 3 hours after I finished pray-
ing, I got a call from our local McDonalds
that a staff had discovered a box of keys
abandoned in their car park.  One of the
members of staff then painstaking went
through the documents that were also
abandoned and discovered our details.
The amazing thing was that the police had
advised her to just go and dump the box at
the Police Station but she felt convinced
to find the owners.  We went to recover
the keys, not one was missing!  About two
weeks later, I got a call from the garage
where I bought one of the vehicles to say
that it had been recovered.  On getting to
the recovery garage, one of the forklift
drivers recognised my face from the story
of the theft, which appeared in the local
newspaper.  He then linked me with the
second, which had already been recovered
in a separate incident.

Two months after the burglary, the third
car a Mercedes E-Class, was yet to be
recovered.  The Police had given up!
They told us that such cars are normally
“stolen to order” and if not recovered
within a week, it would most likely be in
another country with a new identity. The
Insurance Company had also considered it
a ‘total loss’. They had given me the set-
tlement figure, which was barely over
50% of what I paid for the brand new car
only 2 years before.  I considered this to
be a loss but I still remembered that God
promised full restoration.  Few days later,
we got a call from the Police that the third
car had been recovered in Spain!

All three stolen cars and box of keys were
recovered in separate locations and differ-
ent instances. God indeed fulfilled His
promise after all natural hope was lost.

We Recovered All
Bukky, Tayo, Emmanuel, Sola and Timothy Sonuga
Tayo is a Pastor in New Covenant Church, Woolwich, London
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I was born into a nominal Christian
family. I sang in the choir, but engaged in
the usual youthful vices of smoking,
drinking and partying. On a Sunday in
April 1983, in a denominational church,
the Sunday school teacher spoke about
hell and man’s need of salvation. I felt he
was speaking specifically to me, so I
repented of my sins and asked Jesus into
my life as Lord and saviour. I became
born again. My wife took a similar
decision at a fellowship meeting in
secondary school. We met in the
University, attended the same fellowship,
started courtship and got married on the

26th of September 1998.

We were anxiously looking forward to the
day our child will run around the home. It
was a unique expectation for me because
I love children, and it is natural with me to
have them around. Shortly after the
marriage, my wife fell sick and we
thought she was pregnant, we contacted a
doctor friend, did a pregnancy test and the
result was negative. After one year of
marriage, we both left Nigeria. My wife
came to the United Kingdom while I went
to Switzerland for a post-graduate course.
After a year of joining her in the UK,
which also marked the second year of our
marriage, and no pregnancy, we decided

to talk to our GP. We were assured that
everything was fine. When it was the third
year of our marriage, the GP became
worried and recommended another test
for us. The result was positive, but there
was no pregnancy. We next went for
another round of tests at a College
Hospital, and the report suggested one of
my wife’s tubes might be blocked. She
was taken to the theatre but there was
nothing wrong with the tubes. The
medical personnel encouraged us and
concluded that the next option was IVF,
with no guarantees. On leaving the
hospital, I said to my wife in the car, “it is
enough, we have tried, no more tests”.
She also ruled out the IVF option
completely, and we took no action on the
letter introducing us for the treatment,
choosing instead to continue to trust and
depend on God.

On the 12th of February 2004, at about 10
am, I fell into a trance while praying, and
saw my wife in what looked like a
hospital waiting room among other
people. A woman came to the door and
called her from the crowd, and I heard,
‘it’s your turn please come’. I could not
wait to share this with her. The year did
not end before the Lord brought the
revelation to pass. Before the end of the

21-day church declared fast in January
2005, we knew that God had done it. A
pregnancy test proved positive and was
reconfirmed in February. What a blessed
day! You can imagine the state of our
hearts. I do at this juncture acknowledge
the advice and prayer support of our
spiritual father and mentors in the church.

By the 22nd week of the pregnancy, my
wife went for a scan at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital and the medical
personnel observed a growth somewhere
and recommended a visit to Kings
Hospital for further tests. At Kings, a
different condition was diagnosed, and
regular hospital visits were required until
delivery. Their report concluded there
might be an operation on the baby after
birth. Of a truth we were worried because
we saw the whole thing on the screen, but
we chose to believe God for a miracle. In
prayer, He reassured us He is in charge
and admonished us not to worry. On the

17th of September 2005 at about
10.13am, this bundle of joy came
to life. With reference to the
medical notes, she was taken
to the special care baby
unit and after three hours
the doctors brought her

back to the delivery suite not finding any-
thing requiring an operation. The Lord
that put her there, the miracle worker had
perfected all that concerned the girl.

Coincidentally, in the year of our 7th wed-
ding anniversary, the baby and her mother

were moved to the 7th bay of the 7th ward
at the hospital. She has been indeed a
reflection of her name, which is
Marvelous.

May I encourage everyone especially
those who are born again and are precious
to God that He will not withhold anything
good from those who trust Him. Cast your
worries and anxieties on Him. The
promise may be late (according to human
timing), but it shall come to pass at the
right (His) time.

Sayo, Marvelous 
and Tola Akintola.
Sayo & Tola are 
senior Pastors of  
New Covenant 
Church, Woolwich,
London.

“Coincidentally, in the year of our 7th wedding
anniversary, the baby and her mother were moved to
the 7th bay of the 7th ward at the hospital”.

Significant Seven
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Branches of New Covenant Church UK 
Salvation Prayer

If you want to begin a new life in

JESUS
Heavenly Father,

I realise that you sent Jesus 
to die for my sin. 

I repent of all my sins. 
I confess that Jesus is

Lord and 
I believe in my heart that You

raised Him from 
the dead.

I welcome Your Holy Sprit 
into my Heart as 

You have promised. 
Thank you. 

In Jesus Name I pray.

If you have just prayed this Prayer,

visit us or contact our address
to help you along.
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KENT
Orpington 
Sittingbourne 
Welling 
Dartford 
Sidcup
Gravesend
ESSEX
Corringham 
Purfleet 
SURREY
Wallington 
BEDFORDSHIRE
Luton/Dunstable
HERTFORDSHIRE
Watford
BUCKINHAMSHIRE
High Wickham
LANCASHIRE
Manchester 
Bolton 
YORKSHIRE
Middlesborough
LEICESTER
MIDDLESBOROUGH
IRELAND
Dublin 

LONDON
Streatham 
Elephant & Castle 
Edmonton 
Charlton 
Islington 
Brixton 
Barking 
Deptford 
Lee Green 
Camberwell 

pray this Prayer

Abbeywood 
Praise Centre 
Int. Evening
Service 
Lewisham 
Woolwich 
Plumstead 
Thamesmead  
Park Royal 
Camden 
Eastham

                              


